
What does STEM look like in preschool and what is 
STEM anyway? 

What do you think of when you hear the words Science, Technology, Engineering and 

Math (STEM)?  If you’re like the majority of us, you think of primary and secondary 
school and children working towards achieving a set outcome guided by the NSW K-10 

Science Curriculum.  

In preschool STEM is implemented with the intent of children being provided with the 

opportunity to explore the world in a safe and familiar setting which evidently boosts 
their eagerness to learn new things and extend on their prior knowledge. STEM based 

experiences are being implemented around Australia after it was recognised that these 

planned and spontaneous experience could potentially improve access to high quality 
education for all children from an early age. Evidently, this will ensure the 

competitiveness of Australia’s workforce in the future.  

In recognition of this the MyKindy educators have been very busy attending Little 

Scientist workshops. Little Scientists Australia is a not-for-profit professional 
development program for early childhood educators and teachers which combines 

inquiry-based learning with age-appropriate STEM exploration.  

The first MyKindy centre to incorporate STEM into their everyday practice is MyKindy 

Merewether Heights. The outdoor and indoor environments have been set up to 
encourage active learning, where both educators and teachers are learning facilitators 

and the children undertake the problem-solving, exploration, research and actual 
learning themselves. 

“STEM is a way of think 

ing about how educators at all levels - including parents should be 

helping students integrate knowledge across disciplines, 

encouraging them to think in a more connected and holistic way”
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ά{¢9a ƛǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
about how educators at all 
levels - including parents 
should be helping students 
integrate knowledge across 
disciplines, encouraging 
them to think in a more 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ ǿŀȅέ 
(Sneideman, 2013) 

Simple STEM experience to 
try at home 

Materials Required: 

¶ Play dough 

¶ Tooth picks 
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The focus of the April Newsletter will be to illustrate 
the importance of STEM (science, technology, 
engineering and math) education and how the 
MyKindy services are incorporating this into their 
everyday program and practice. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children are confident and involved 
learners: 

The Emu children continued to explore 
STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
math) based experiences at the science table 
this morning. The children eagerly walked 

over to the science table and sat down ready 
to hear what they would be exploring 

today. This was a structured lesson with a 
teaching intent. The intent was for the 

children to explore mixing primary colours 
together to make secondary colours. For this 

to be achieved I had to teach the children 
want primary and secondary colours are. 
Satisfied with the children's foundation 
understanding they were left to explore 

mixing colours without teacher scaffolding. 
This enabled them the opportunity to 

predict, experiment and transfer and adapt 

their prior knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from My Kindy Shortland Preschool 

The Diamonds have settled in well with our school 

readiness program, we have three rotating tables 

based on cutting, drawing, writing and a free 

activity. The children have come a long way since 

January. The children are able to recognise their 

names; we are still working on writing and our 

pincer grip. Next we will focus on the spelling of 

our name.  

The Diamonds have been lucky to receive funding 

for Ella program (Early Learning Languages 

Australia). This program will be incorporated into 

our school readiness starting next week. The Ella 

program is a fun and easy digital language 

program for preschool children. The Diamonds will 

be focusing on Chinese (Mandarin) it will be 

introduced via interactive tablet apps. This 

program will expand their knowledge of how 

language works and apply these skills to other 

literacy tasks. The Ella program offers an app for 

parents which can be found in the apple store or 

play store.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MyKindy Garden KlYliYĊjĕ?XcX_ĕJffd& 
What began with the children initiating a game of 

collecting sticks in the yard, finding “Dinosaur Bones” has 

creating an explosion of learning over the last three 

weeks. 

We engaged in group discussions, reflecting on the type 

of dinosaurs the “bones” may have come from, 

comparing them to printed images of dinosaur skeletons 

before creating our own versions of dinosaurs. 

Tim, an educator in the Galah room, went into the 

community to a local butcher to gather some real bones.  

When the bones were safe for use, the children gathered 

together once more.  Into the yard they went, 

negotiating and collaborating with one another to create 

a successful experience. 

Now we are currently measuring out a dinosaur that is 

33 meters tall, which we researched on the IPad. 

It demonstrates how science, technology, engineering, 

mathematics as well as language and the creative arts 

are embedded in our preschool program. 

No printed worksheets could inspire and 
create such excitement as being an active and 

engaged learner does. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


